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(c) A manual and other written in-
structions will be used to provide pol-
icy and procedures for internal guid-
ance of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment.

§3164.3 Surface rights.

(a) Operators shall have the right of
surface use only to the extent specifi-
cally granted by the lease. With re-
spect to restricted Indian lands, addi-
tional surface rights may be exercised
when granted by a written agreement
with the Indian surface owner and ap-
proved by the Superintendent of the In-
dian agency having jurisdiction.

(b) Except for the National Forest
System lands, the authorized officer is
responsible for approving and super-
vising the surface use of all drilling,
development, and production activities
on the leasehold. This includes storage
tanks and processing facilities, sales
facilities, all pipelines upstream from
such facilities, and other facilities to
aid production such as water disposal
pits and lines, and gas or water injec-
tion lines.

(c) On National Forest System lands,
the Forest Service shall regulate all
surface disturbing activities in accord-
ance with Forest Service regulations,
including providing to the authorized
officer appropriate approvals of such
activities.

[47 FR 47765, Oct. 27, 1982. Redesignated and
amended at 48 FR 36583-36586, Aug. 12, 1983,
further amended at 53 FR 17364, May 16, 1988;
53 FR 22847, June 17, 1988]

§3164.4 Damages on restricted Indian
lands.

Assessments for damages to lands,
crops, buildings, and to other improve-
ments on restricted Indian lands shall
be made by the Superintendent and be
payable in the manner prescribed by
said official.

Subpart 3165—Relief, Conflicts,
and Appeals

§3165.1 Relief from operating and pro-
ducing requirements.

(a) Applications for relief from either
the operating or the producing require-
ments of a lease, or both, shall be filed
with the authorized officer, and shall
include a full statement of the cir-
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cumstances that render such relief nec-
essary.

(b) The authorized officer shall act on
applications submitted for a suspension
of operations or production, or both,
filed pursuant to §3103.4-4 of this title.
The application for suspension shall be
filed with the authorized officer prior
to the expiration date of the lease;
shall be executed by all operating
rights owners or, in the case of a Fed-
eral unit approved under part 3180 of
this title, by the unit operator on be-
half of the committed tracts or by all
operating rights owners of such tracts;
and shall include a full statement of
the circumstances that makes such re-
lief necessary.

(c) If approved, a suspension of oper-
ations and production will be effective
on the first of the month in which the
completed application was filed or the
date specified by the authorized officer.
Suspensions will terminate when they
are no longer justified in the interest
of conservation, when such action is in
the interest of the lessor, or as other-
wise stated by the authorized officer in
the approval letter.

[47 FR 47765, Oct. 27, 1982. Redesignated and
amended at 48 FR 36583-36586, Aug. 12, 1983,
further amended at 53 FR 17364, May 16, 1988;
61 FR 4752, Feb. 8, 1996]

§3165.1-1 Relief from royalty and rent-
al requirements.

Applications for any modification au-
thorized by law of the royalty or rental
requirements of a lease for lands of the
United States shall be filed in the of-
fice of the authorized officer having ju-
risdiction of the lands. (For other regu-
lations relating to royalty and rental
relief, and suspension of operations and
production, see part 3103 of this title.)

[48 FR 36586, Aug. 12, 1983, as amended at 53
FR 17365, May 16, 1988]

§3165.2 Conflicts between regulations.

In the event of any conflict between
the regulations in this part and the
regulations in title 25 CFR concerning
oil and gas operations on Federal and
Indian leaseholds, the regulations in
this part shall govern with respect to
the obligations in the conduct of oil
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and gas operations, acts of noncompli-
ance, and the jurisdiction and author-
ity of the authorized officer.

[47 FR 47765, Oct. 27, 1982. Redesignated and
amended at 48 FR 36583-36586, Aug. 12, 1983,
further amended at 53 FR 17365, May 16, 1988]

§3165.3 Notice, State Director review
and hearing on the record.

(a) Notice. Whenever an operating
rights owner or operator, as appro-
priate, fails to comply with any provi-
sions of the lease, the regulations in
this part, applicable orders or notices,
or any other appropriate orders of the
authorized officer, written notice shall
be given the appropriate party and the
lessee(s) to remedy any defaults or vio-
lations. Written orders or a notice of
violation, assessment, or proposed pen-
alty shall be issued and served by per-
sonal service by an authorized officer
or by certified mail. Service shall be
deemed to occur when received or 7
business days after the date it is
mailed, whichever is earlier. Any per-
son may designate a representative to
receive any notice of violation, assess-
ment, or proposed penalty on his/her
behalf. In the case of a major violation,
the authorized officer shall make a
good faith effort to contact such des-
ignated representative by telephone to
be followed by a written notice. Re-
ceipt of notice shall be deemed to occur
at the time of such verbal communica-
tion, and the time of notice and the
name of the receiving party shall be
confirmed in the file. If the good faith
effort to contact the designated rep-
resentative is unsuccessful, notice of
the major violation may be given to
any person conducting or supervising
operations subject to the regulations in
this part. In the case of a minor viola-
tion, written notice shall be provided
as described above. A copy of all or-
ders, notices, or instructions served on
any contractor or field employee or
designated representative shall also be
mailed to the operator. Any notice in-
volving a civil penalty shall be mailed
to the operating rights owner.

(b) State Director review. Any ad-
versely affected party that contests a
notice of violation or assessment or an
instruction, order, or decision of the
authorized officer issued under the reg-
ulations in this part, may request an
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administrative review, before the State
Director, either with or without oral
presentation. Such request, including
all supporting documentation, shall be
filed in writing with the appropriate
State Director within 20 business days
of the date such notice of violation or
assessment or instruction, order, or de-
cision was received or considered to
have been received and shall be filed
with the appropriate State Director.
Upon request and showing of good
cause, an extension for submitting sup-
porting data may be granted by the
State Director. Such review shall in-
clude all factors or circumstances rel-
evant to the particular case. Any party
who is adversely affected by the State
Director’s decision may appeal that de-
cision to the Interior Board of Land
Appeals as provided in §3165.4 of this
part.

(c) Review of proposed penalties. Any
adversely affected party wishing to
contest a notice of proposed penalty
shall request an administrative review
before the State Director under the
procedures set out in paragraph (b) of
this section. However, no civil penalty
shall be assessed under this part until
the party charged with the violation
has been given the opportunity for a
hearing on the record in accordance
with section 109(e) of the Federal Oil
and Gas Royalty Management Act.
Therefore, any party adversely affected
by the State Director’s decision on the
proposed penalty, may request a hear-
ing on the record before an Administra-
tive Law Judge or, in lieu of a hearing,
may appeal that decision directly to
the Interior Board of Land Appeals as
provided in §3165.4(b)(2) of this part. If
such party elects to request a hearing
on the record, such request shall be
filed in the office of the State Director
having jurisdiction over the lands cov-
ered by the lease within 30 days of re-
ceipt of the State Director’s decision
on the notice of proposed penalty.
Where a hearing on the record is re-
quested, the State Director shall refer
the complete case file to the Office of
Hearings and Appeals for a hearing be-
fore an Administrative Law Judge in
accordance with part 4 of this title. A
decision shall be issued following com-
pletion of the hearing and shall be
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